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As I already wrote you, movements are being born
today throughout the whole world, and spreading conti-
nuously, to oppose war. You may be sure that your coura-
geous declaration is received in those quarters with joy.

Moreover, you have recognized without circum-
locution that the work of the Red Cross forms part of the
gigantic machinery of war. This declaration was confirmed
by the impressive statement of the American nursing sister,
who sent back to the French Government her Groix de
Guerre because she had finally become convinced that
all her so-called humanitarian work had been, on the
whole, only a refined sort of war work. By a happy coin-
cidence, this statement was published in the same number
of The World Tomorrow (November 1928) as the report of
our correspondence. This statement was further confirmed
by the lette* of Albert de Jong, Secretary of the Inter-
national Anti-militarist Bureau, to the Xlllth Conference
of the Red Gross at the Hague, showing how this institution,
willynilly, is today forced even to collaborate in the per-
fecting of war gases. In the same manner, you also are
helping us to tear the veil from the face of false chari-
ties, under cover of which the militarists of all countries
are trying to arouse at least a little sympathy for 'national
defence' in good-hearted men and women.

On the other hand, however, your reply has caused
in Western countries profound disappointment. For, in the
main, you have accepted rather than rejected war, if not
on your own behalf, at least, in principle, for your people.
At the present time you are, happily, against India's parti-
cipation in any war whatsoever undertaken by the British
Empire. But, until when? If, for instance, in a short time,
a Macdonald Government is formed in England and it
should be tactician enough to make advances to you with
regard to Home Rule and to give you, at least formally, the
reward which you vainly hoped to obtain by participating
in the war of 1914-1918, what would you do, if that friendly
Government let itself be driven into a new war? That is
a burning question. Do not say that such a war is im-
possible. Everywhere one is preparing for it, even more
than before 1914, Politicians are  already speaking of an